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Understanding the Court Structure Charts

The court structure charts summarize in one-page diagrams the key
features of each state's court organization. The format meets two
objectives: (1) it is comprehensive, indicating all court systems in the
state and their interrelationship, and (2) it describes the jurisdiction of
the court systems, using a standard set of terminology and symbols.
The court structure charts employ the common terminology devel-
oped by the National Center for State Courts' Court Statistics Project
for reporting caseload statistics.

The first chart is a prototype. It represents a state court organization
in which there is one of each of the four court system levels recog-
nized by the Court Statistics Project: courts of last resort, intermediate
appellate courts, general jurisdiction trial courts, and limited jurisdic-
tion trial courts. Routes of appeal from one court to another are
indicated by lines, with an arrow showing which court receives the
appea or petition.

The charts also provide basic descriptive information, such as the
number of authorized justices, judges, and magistrates (or other
judicia officers). Each court system’s subject matter jurisdiction is
indicated using the Court Statistics Project case types. Information is
also provided on the use of districts, circuits, or divisions in organiz-
ing the courts within the system and the number of courts.

The case types, which define a court system’s subject matter jurisdic-
tion, require the most explanation.

AppellateCourts

The rectangle representing each appellate court contains information
on the number of authorized justices; the number of geographic
divisions, if any; whether court decisions are made en banc, in
panels, or both; and the Court Statistics Project case types that are
heard by the court. The case types are shown separately for manda-
tory and discretionary cases. The case types themselves are defined
in other Court Statistics Project publications, specifically the Sate Court
Guide to Statistical Reporting, 2003.

An appellate court can have both mandatory and discretionary
jurisdiction over the same Court Statistics Project case type. This
arises, in part, because the Court Statistics Project case types are
defined broadly to be applicable to every state’s courts. There are,
for example, only two appellate Court Statistics Project case types for
criminal appeals. capital and noncapital. A court may have manda
tory jurisdiction over felony cases, but discretionary jurisdiction over
misdemeanors. Thelist of casetypeswould include “criminal” for both
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Understanding the Court Structure Charts

mandatory and discretionary jurisdiction. The duplication of acasetype
under both headings can also occur if appeals from one lower court for
that case type are mandatory while appeals from another lower court are
discretionary. Also, statutory provisionsor court rules in some states
automatically convert amandatory appeal into adiscretionary petition—for
example, when an appeal isnot filed within a specified timelimit. A more
comprehensive description of each appellate court’ s subject matter
jurisdiction can be found in Appellate Court Procedures, 1998.

Trial Courts

The rectangle representing each trial court aso lists the applicable
Court Statistics Project case types. These include civil, , domestic rela
tions, criminal, traffic/other violation, and juvenile. If acasetypeissimply
listed, the court system shares jurisdiction over it with other courts. The
presence of exclusivejurisdictionisawaysexplicitly stated.

The absence of a case type from a list means that the court does not
have that subject matter jurisdiction. The dollar amount jurisdiction is
shown when there is an upper or a lower limit to the cases that can be
filed in a court. A dollar limit is not listed if a court does not have a
minimum or maximum dollar amount jurisdiction for general civil
cases. In crimina cases, jurisdiction is distinguished between
“felony,” which means the court can try a felony case to verdict and
sentencing, and “preliminary hearings,” which applies to those
limited jurisdiction courts that can conduct preliminary hearings that
bind a defendant over for tria in a higher court.

Trial courts can have what is termed incidental appellate jurisdiction.
The presence of such jurisdiction over the decisions of other courts is
noted in the list of case types as either “civil appeals,” “criminal
appeals,” or “administrative agency appeals.” A tria court that hears
appeals directly from an administrative agency has an “A” in the
upper-right corner of the rectangle.

For each trial court, the chart states the authorized number of judges
and whether the court can impanel a jury. The rectangle representing
the court also indicates the number of districts, divisions, or circuits
into which the court system is divided. These subdivisions are stated
using the court system’s own terminology. The descriptions, there-
fore, are not standardized across states or court systems.

Some trial courts are totally funded from local sources; others receive
some form of state funds. Locally funded court systems are drawn
with broken lines. A solid line indicates that some or &l of the
funding is derived from state funds.

4 « Sate Court Caseload Satistics, 2003
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An “A” in the upper-right corner of a rectangle, representing either an
appellate court or a trial court, indicates that the court receives ap-
peals directly from the decision of an administrative agency. If
“administrative agency appeals’ is listed as a case type, the court
hears appeals from decisions of another court on an administrative
agency's actions. It is possible for a court to have both an “A”
designation and to have “administrative agency appeas’ listed as a
case type. Such a court hears appeals directly from an administrative
agency (*A”) and has appellate jurisdiction over the decision of a
lower court that has aready reviewed the decision of the administra-
tive agency.

The number of justices or judges is sometimes stated as “FTE.” This
represents “full-time equivalent” authorized judicial positions. “DWI/
DUI” stands for “driving while intoxicated/driving under the influ-
ence.” The “SC” abbreviation stands for “small claims.” The dollar
amount jurisdiction for civil cases is indicated in parentheses with a
dollar sign. Where the small claims dollar amount jurisdiction is
different, it is noted.

The court structure charts are convenient summaries. They do not
substitute for the detailed descriptive material contained in the tables
of Sate Court Organization, 1998. Moreover, they are based on the
Court Statistics Project’s terminology and categories. This means that
a state may have established courts that are not included in these
charts. Some states have courts of specia jurisdiction to receive
complaints on matters that are more typicaly directed to administra-
tive boards and agencies. Since these courts adjudicate matters that
do not fall within the Court Statistics Project case types, they are not
included in the charts. The existence of such courts, however, is
recognized in a footnote to the state’s court structure chart.
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STATE COURT STRUCTURE

COURT OF LAST RESORT

Number of justices

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction.
« Discretionary jurisdiction

INTERMEDIATE APPELLATE COURT
(number of courts)

Number of judges

CSP case types:
* Mandatory jurisdiction.
« Discretionary jurisdiction.

COURT OF GENERAL JURISDICTION
(number of courts)

Number of judges

CSP case types:

o Civil.

« Domestic Relations.
* Criminal.

« Traffic/other violation.
« Juvenile.

Jury trial/no jury trial.

COURT OF LIMITED JURISDICTION
(number of courts)

Number of judges

CSP case types:

o Civil.

« Domestic Relations.
« Criminal.

« Traffic/other violation.
* Juvenile.

Jury trial/no jury trial.

PROTOTYPE, 2002

Court of last resort

Intermediate appellate court

Court of general jurisdiction

Court of limited jurisdiction

2002 State Court Structure Charts
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8

ALABAMA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

CSP case types:

decision cases.

9 justices sit in panels of 5 or en banc

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil (over $50,000), administrative agency,
disciplinary, original proceeding cases.

agency, juvenile, advisory opinion, original proceeding, interlocutory

v ¢

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS

5 judges sit in panels

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil (less than $50,000),
domestic relations, administrative agency, juvenile,

original proceeding cases.
* No discretionary jurisdiction.

i f

A

r 7] -« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative
I
I
I

$

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS

5 judges sit en banc

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in capital criminal, criminal,
juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision
cases.

* No discretionary jurisdiction.

ﬁ

CIRCUIT COURT (41 circuits)
142 judges
CSP case types:

jurisdiction.
+ Domestic relations.

jurisdiction.
« Juvenile.

Jury trials.

*  Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($3,000/no maximum).

Exclusive criminal appeals

Civil appeals

-
| PROBATE COURT (68 courts)
| 68 judges

CSP case types:
* Exclusive mental health, estate

I
I
I
jurisdiction; real property rights. |
I
I

* Adoption.

MUNICIPAL COURT (258 courts)

174 judges |

CSP case types: |

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.

* Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic. |
Exclusive ordinance violation jurisdiction. |

No jury trials.

DISTRICT COURT (67 districts)
102 judges
CSP case types:

claims jurisdiction ($3,000).
* Interstate support.

« Juvenile.
* Preliminary hearings.

No jury trials.

* Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.
* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic.

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($3,000/10,000).

Exclusive small

— — - Indicates assignment of cases.

Court of
last resort

Intermediate
appellate
courts

Court of
general
jurisdiction

Courts of
limited
jurisdiction

Table of Contents
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ALASKA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

5 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil and administrative agency cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in criminal, juvenile, original proceeding,
disciplinary cases, interlocutory decisions, certified questions from federal
courts.

Court of
<« last resort

COURT OF APPEALS

3 judges sit en banc Intermediate

CSP case types: appellate

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in criminal, juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory court
decision cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in criminal, juvenile, original proceeding,
interlocutory decision cases.

SUPERIOR COURT (16 courts in 4 districts) A Table of Contents

34 judges, 9 masters

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract. Exclusive real property rights, estate, mental health,
administrative agency, civil appeals, miscellaneous civil jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive domestic relations.

+ Exclusive felony, criminal appeals jurisdiction.

« Juvenile.

Court of
general
jurisdiction

Jury trials in most cases.

DISTRICT COURT (58 locations in 4 districts)

17 judges, 60 magistrates

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract ($0/$50,000), small claims jurisdiction ($7,500).

+ Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic violence jurisdiction. Court of

+ Exclusive traffic/other violation jurisdiction, except for uncontested parking limited
violations (which are handled administratively). jurisdiction

+ Emergency juvenile.

+ Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials in most cases.

2002 State Court Structure Charts « 9
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ARIZONA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

5 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:

—P » Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, disciplinary,
certified questions from federal courts, original proceeding cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases, tax appeals.

22 judges sit in panels
CSP case types:

COURT OF APPEALS (2 divisions)

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in administrative agency cases.

SUPERIOR COURT (15 counties)
159 judges
CSP case types:

miscellaneous civil jurisdiction.
Table of Contents + Domestic relations.

criminal appeals jurisdiction.
* Juvenile.

Jury trials.

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($5,000 to $10,000/no
maximum), exclusive estate, mental health, appeals,

* Misdemeanor, miscellaneous criminal.

A TAX COURT
Superior court judge
serves

CSP case types:
* Administrative agency
appeals.

Exclusive felony,

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT (83 precincts)

82 full-time and 1 part-time judge

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$5,000 to
$10,000). Exclusive small claims jurisdiction ($2,500).

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic violence, miscella-
neous criminal jurisdiction.

» Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic.

+ Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except in small claims.

" MUNICIPAL COURT (84 citiesitowns) "i
l 86 full-time and 63 part-time judges

l CSP case types: |
| « Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic violence . |
| * Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic. |
| Exclusive ordinance violation jurisdiction. |
| Jury trials. |
S |

Court of
last resort

Intermediate
appellate
court

Courts of
general
jurisdiction

Courts of
limited
jurisdiction
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ARKANSAS COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit en banc (1 chief justice, 6 associate justices)

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, lawyer disciplinary,
certified questions from federal courts, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency cases.

?

COURT OF APPEALS A

12 judges sit in panels and en banc (1 chief judge, 11 judges)

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, interlocutory
decision cases.

* No discretionary jurisdiction.

?

CIRCUIT COURT (28 circuits)

115 judges

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($100/no maximum), miscellaneous civil. Exclusive estate, mental
health, civil appeals jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive domestic relations.

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, miscellaneous criminal. Exclusive felony, criminal appeals jurisdiction.
+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

Jury trials.

112 judges

L No jury trials.

Note:

CSP case types: |
Contract, personal property rights ($0/$5,000), small

DISTRICT COURT (129 courts) | | CITY COURT (118 courts)

| | 92 judges
CSP case types:
+ Contract, real property rights ($0/$300).

claims jurisdiction ($5,000). « Misdemeanor. DWI/DUL.
Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI. |

+ Traffic/other violation. |
* Preliminary hearings. |

| « Traffic/other violation.
| * Preliminary hearings.

Court of
last resort

Intermediate
appellate court

Court of
general
jurisdiction

Courts of
limited
jurisdiction

In 2001, Arkansas combined the Chancery and Probate Court with the Circuit Court and reduced the number of limited jurisdiction courts
from six to two by combining the County, Police, Common Pleas, and Justice of the Peace Courts into the Municipal Court which was

renamed and is now the District Court.
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CALIFORNIA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT A

—P{ 7 justices sit en banc
CSP case types: Court of
* Mandatory jurisdiction in capital criminal, disciplinary cases. last resort

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

COURTS OF APPEAL (6 courts/districts) A

105 justices sit in panels .
Intermediate

CSP case types: appellate

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, court
juvenile cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in administrative agency, original
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

SUPERIOR COURT (58 counties) A

1,498 judges, 414 commissioners and referees
CSP case types:

. . ) Court of
+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($25,000/no maximum), miscellaneous eneral
civil. Exclusive small claims, estate, mental health, civil appeals. [Limited ngris diction

jurisdiction: tort, contract, real property rights (0/$25,000).]
* Exclusive domestic relations.
* Felony, DWI/DUI. Exclusive criminal appeals jurisdiction.
* Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

Jury trials except in appeals, domestic relations, and juvenile cases.

Table of Contents

Note:  All trial courts were unified as of 7/1/00.
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COLORADO COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights, estate,
civil appeals, mental health, miscella-
neous civil.

+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

+ Felony, criminal appeals, miscellaneous
criminal.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction
except in Denver.

Jury trials except in appeals.

CSP case types:
* Exclusive estate, mental health
jurisdiction in Denver.

Jury trials.

SUPREME COURT A
——— P 7 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:
> . Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
disciplinary, advisory opinion, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.
« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
advisory opinion, original proceeding cases.
COURT OF APPEALS A
16 judges sit in panels
CSP case types:
» Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile cases.
» No discretionary jurisdiction.
A
DISTRICT COURT (22 districts) A DENVER PROBATE COURT DENVER JUVENILE COURT
132 judges District court judges District court judges serve

CSP case types:

+ Exclusive adoption, support/
custody jurisdiction in Denver.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction
in Denver.

Jury trials.

WATER COURT (7 districts)
11 judges

CSP case types:
*  Real property rights.

COUNTY COURT (64 counties)
102 judges
CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$15,000).
Exclusive small claims jurisdiction ($7,500).
Exclusive misdemeanor,

+ Felony, criminal appeals.
DWI/DUI jurisdiction.

* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic.

+ Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except in small claims and appeals.

<—

Municipal Court of
record

Table of Contents

-
| MUNICIPAL COURT (206 courts)
|
|
|
|

Municipal Court
of record

~250 judges
CSP case types:
* Moving traffic, parking, miscellaneous traffic

Exclusive ordinance violation jurisdiction.

Court of
last resort

Intermediate
appellate
court

Courts of
general
jurisdiction

Courts of
limited
jurisdiction
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CONNECTICUT COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT
7 justices sit in panels of 5 (membership rotates daily); upon order of chief
justice, may sit en banc

CSP case types:
* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, judge disciplinary

cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency —
cases.

APPELLATE COURT A

9 judges sit in panels of 3 (membership rotates daily, may sit en banc)

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency
(workers’ compensation), juvenile, lawyer disciplinary, original proceeding
cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in administrative agency (zoning only) cases. |

SUPERIOR COURT (12 districts and 22 geographical areas for A
civillcriminal matters, 13 districts for juvenile matters, and 7 housing

session locations)

180 judges

CSP case types:

+ Mental health, miscellaneous civil. Exclusive tort, contract, real property

rights, small claims ($2,500), administrative agency appeals (except
workers’ compensation).

+ Support/custody, paternity, miscellaneous domestic relations. Exclusive
marriage dissolution.

+ Exclusive criminal jurisdiction.

» Exclusive traffic/other violation jurisdiction, except for uncontested parking
(which is handled administratively).

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003

Jury trials in most cases.

r
PROBATE COURT (133 courts)
133 judges
CSP case types:

+ Support/custody, paternity, miscellaneous domestic relations. Exclusive
adoption jurisdiction.

I I
I I
I * Mental health, miscellaneous civil. Exclusive estate jurisdiction. I
I I
I I

No jury trials. —

| Table of Contents

Court of
last resort

Intermediate
appellate
court

Court of
general
jurisdiction

Court of
limited
jurisdiction
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DELAWARE COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

5 justices sit in panels and en banc
CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, disciplinary, advisory opinions for the executive and

legislature, original proceeding cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, certified questions from federal courts,

interlocutory decision cases.

Court of
last resort

T

?

COURT OF CHANCERY (3 counties)

1 chancellor and 4 vice-chancellors

CSP case types:
« Tort, contract, real property rights, mental
health. Exclusive estate jurisdiction.

No jury trials.

SUPERIOR COURT (3 counties) A

19 judges

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights, mental
health, miscellaneous civil, civil appeals.

+ Exclusive felony jurisdiction. Misdemeanor,
criminal appeals, miscellaneous criminal.

Jury trials except in appeals.

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS*

(3 counties)

7 judges

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/
$50,000), miscellaneous civil, civil
appeals.

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, criminal appeals,
miscellaneous criminal.

* Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials in some cases.
(No jury trials in New Castle.)

?

Courts of
general
jurisdiction

FAMILY COURT (3 counties)
15 judges
CSP case types:

* Misdemeanor.

(juvenile).

No jury trials.

+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.
* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic

« Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

T 4

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT*
(19 courts)

58 justices of the peace and 1 chief
magistrate

CSP case types:

+ Real property rights ($0/$15,000), small
claims ($15,000).

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUL.

* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic.

Jury trials in some cases.

8 aldermen

CSP case types:
* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.
« Traffic/other violation.

- — — /1

No jury trials.

Table of Contents

ALDERMAN’S COURT (8 courts)

Courts of
limited
jurisdiction

* The Municipal Court of Wilmington was eliminated effective May 1, 1998, and a new Justice of the Peace Court was created in

Wilmington.
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

COURT OF APPEALS A

9 judges sit in panels and en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, disciplinary, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in small claims, minor criminal, original
proceeding cases.

SUPERIOR COURT A

58 judges

CSP case types:

+ Exclusive civil jurisdiction ($5,001/no maximum). Small claims
jurisdiction ($5,000).

+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive criminal jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive traffic/other violation jurisdiction, except for most parking
cases (which are handled administratively).

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

+ Preliminary hearings.

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003

Table of Contents

Court of
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Court of
general
jurisdiction
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FLORIDA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT A

7 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative
agency, juvenile, disciplinary, advisory opinion cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, advisory opinion, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

DISTRICT COURTS OF APPEAL (5 courts) A

62 judges sit in 3-judge panels

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, juvenile, original
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

CIRCUIT COURT (20 circuits)

509 judges

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($15,001/no maximum),
miscellaneous civil. Exclusive mental health, estate, civil appeals
jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive felony, criminal appeals jurisdiction.

+ Juvenile.

+ Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except in appeals.

COUNTY COURT (67 counties)

280 judges

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($5,001/$15,000), miscellaneous civil.
Exclusive small claims jurisdiction ($5,000).

+ Exclusive misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, miscellaneous criminal jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive traffic/other violation jurisdiction, except parking (which
is handled administratively).

+ Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except in miscellaneous traffic.

Table of Contents

Court of
last resort

Intermediate
appellate
court

Court of
general
jurisdiction

Court of
limited
jurisdiction
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GEORGIA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT
7 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:

courts, original proceeding cases.

« Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, juvenile, disciplinary, certified questions from federal

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

Table of Contents

Court of
last resort

o

A

COURT OF APPEALS
12 judges sit in panels and en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

A

Intermediate
appellate
court

A

SUPERIOR COURT (49 circuits)
188 judges authorized
CSP case types:

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.

Jury trials.

« Tort, contract, civil appeals, miscellaneous civil.
« Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.
Exclusive felony, criminal appeals jurisdiction.
« Traffic/other violation, except for parking.

Exclusive real property rights jurisdiction.

Court of
general
jurisdiction

r CIVIL COURT (Bibb and Richmond counties)

A
1
4

Only for counties
w/population
over 96,000
where probate
judge is attorney
practicing at least
7 years.

. s V| P = —— 1
: 3 judges : | ggld’;TTY RECORDER’S | | PROBATE COURT (159 courts) |
CSP case types: | 159 judges
. i (4 courts) |
|+ Tort, contract ($0/$7,500-801525,000), small | L | | CSP case types: |
| claims ($0/$7,500-80/525,000). |19 judges | . Mental health, estate, |
| : Prel.lmlnfary .h.earlngs. | | csp case types: | | miscellaneous civil. |
Jury trials in civil cases. N | - pwipul | | + Misdemeanor, DWI/DUL |
- s 3 | « Traffic/other violation. | * Moving traffic, miscellaneous
| MUNICIPAL COURT (1 court in Columbus) | + Preliminary hearings. I traffic. |
1 judge !_ No jury trials. _! | Jury trials only in counties |
| CSP case types: | : : : : : : : | with populations greater |
LI+ Tort, contract ($0/$15,000), small claims |~ MAGISTRATE COURT (159 1 | than 96,000.
| (s15,000). I courts) | L MUNICIPAL COURTS_AND |
| . IF\)Alslgiefneanor]r. , [ 159 chief magistrates, and 346 | F—————— -
| © Treimman neatiiis. || magistrates. | | THE CITY COURT OF |
 Juy wils n o cases. | CSP case types: ||| ATLanta
r—-————— — .| « Tort, contract ($0/$15,000), | (-380 courts) !
| STATE COURT (70 courts) | | small ciaims ($15,000). | | ~307 judges |
| 105 judges | | + Misdemeanor. | | CSP case types: |
> CSP case [ypes: ‘ . Ordi‘nalnce violatipn. « DWI/DUL.
| + Tort, contract, small claims, civil appeals, | | * Preliminary hearings. :_ l « Traffic/other violation. |
miscellaneous civil. | No jury trials. | + Preliminary hearings. |
+ Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, criminal appeals. L — - | |
| + Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic. | | No jury trials except in Atlanta |
| + Preliminary hearings. | L City Court. ]
Jury tials. 0 T T
L - |
" JUVENILE COURT (159 courts) T T T T T T "
: 120 judges and associate juvenile court judges. Superior court judges serve in the counties without separate juvenile court judges. :
| CsP case types: |
| + Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic. |
| + Juvenile. |
No jury trials.
L J_y ______________________________ |

Courts of
limited
jurisdiction
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HAWAIlI COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT A

5 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, disciplinary,
certified questions from federal courts, original proceeding cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

A A

1

1

1

1

4
INTERMEDIATE COURT OF APPEALS A

4 judges sit en banc

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases
assigned to it by the supreme court.

+ No discretionary jurisdiction.

CIRCUIT COURT AND FAMILY COURT (4 circuits) A

30 circuit judges and 19 family judges. One first circuit judge hears contested
land matters and tax appeals.

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights, miscellaneous civil ($10,000/no
maximum) [concurrent from $10,000-$20,000]. Exclusive mental health,
estate, administrative agency appeals jurisdiction.

*  Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

+ Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, miscellaneous criminal.

* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

Jury trials.

DISTRICT COURT (4 circuits)
20 judges*
CSP case types:
+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$20,000) [concurrent from $10,000-$20,000 (civil
nonjury)], miscellaneous civil. Exclusive small claims jurisdiction ($3,500).
+ Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.
* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic. Exclusive parking, ordinance violation jurisdiction.
+ Preliminary hearings.
No jury trials.
* Excludes per diem judges.

— — Indicates assignment of cases.

Court of
last resort

Intermediate
appellate
court

Court of
general
jurisdiction
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IDAHO COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT A

5 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:
» Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative Court of
agency, juvenile, disciplinary, original proceeding cases. last resort
« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, certified questions from federal courts, original proceeding,
interlocutory decision cases.

COURT OF APPEALS

3 judges sit en banc

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, juvenile, original
proceeding cases assigned by the supreme court.

* No discretionary jurisdiction.

Intermediate
appellate
court

DISTRICT COURT (7 districts) A

39 district judges

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/no maximum), estate, mental health,
miscellaneous civil.

* Domestic relations.

+ Exclusive felony and criminal appeals jurisdiction. Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.

« Juvenile jurisdiction.

Court of
general
jurisdiction

Jury trials.

MAGISTRATES DIVISION A

83 full-time magistrate judges

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$10,000), small claims ($4,000),
estate, mental health, miscellaneous civil. Court of

« Domestic relations. limited

+ Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI. jurisdiction

+ Exclusive traffic/other violation jurisdiction.

+ Juvenile jurisdiction.

* Preliminary hearings.

— — Indicates assignment of cases.

Note: The Magistrates Division of the District Court functions as a limited jurisdiction court.

Table of Contents
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ILLINOIS COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative
agency, juvenile, disciplinary, original proceeding, interlocutory decision
cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, certified questions from federal courts, original proceeding,
interlocutory decision cases.

APPELLATE COURT (5 districts) A

52 authorized judges and 9 circuit court judges assigned to the appellate court

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, interlocutory decision cases.

CIRCUIT COURT (22 circuits) A

492 authorized circuit, 360 associate judges

CSP case types:

+ Exclusive civil jurisdiction (including administrative agency appeals), small
claims jurisdiction ($2,500).

+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive criminal jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive traffic/other violation jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

* Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials permissible in most cases.

Table of Contents
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INDIANA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

5 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, disciplinary, original proceeding cases.
« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original proceeding cases.

T T 1
TAX COURT A COURT OF APPEALS (5 districts) A
1 judge 15 judges
CSP case types: CSP case types:
* Administrative agency » Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
appeals. juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in interlocutory decision cases.
SUPERIOR COURT (177 divisions)* A PROBATE COURT CIRCUIT COURT (90 circuits) A

195 judges
CSP case types:

civil appeals, miscellaneous civil.
« Domestic relations.
* Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, cri
appeals.
* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic.
* Juvenile.
* Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except small claims.

« Tort, contract, real property rights, small
claims ($3,000), mental health, estate, .

(1 court) (St. Joseph)

1 judge

CSP case types:
Estate, miscellaneous
civil.

+ Adoption

minal * Juvenile.

Jury trials.

COUNTY COURT (4 courts)
4 judges
CSP case types:

$10,000), small claims ($3,000),
mental health, miscellaneous civil.

+ Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI,
domestic violence.

« Traffic/other violation.

+ Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except small claims.

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/

100 judges

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights, small
claims ($3,000), mental health, estate,
civil appeals, miscellaneous civil.

« Domestic relations.

* Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, criminal
appeals.

* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic.

« Juvenile.

* Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except small claims.

A

_____ L

CCITY COURT (48 courts)

: 48 judges

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract ($0/$500-$3,000) (most

| are $500 maximum).

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic
violence.

+ Traffic/other violation.

. Preliminary hearings.

1

TOWN COURT (26 courts)

I 26 judges

CSP case types:

I * Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI,
| domestic violence.

| + Traffic/other violation.

| + Preliminary hearings.

I

Jury trials.

* Effective January 1, 1996, all Municipal Courts became Superior Courts.

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003

I____J'___—I

L

™ SMALL CLAIMS COURT OF MARION!

COUNTY (9 courts)
9 judges
CSP case types:

I

I

I

| « Small claims ($6,000).
| * Miscellaneous civil.
I

I

No jury trials.

Court of
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Intermediate
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Courts of
general
jurisdiction
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limited
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IOWA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit en banc*

CSP case types: Court of
> wrisdiction in civil crimi nistrati uveni last resort
« Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
disciplinary, certified questions from federal courts, original proceeding
cases.
« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,

original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases. |
I

I
I
I
I
v

COURT OF APPEALS ]

9 judges sit in panels and en banc

CSP case types: Intermediate

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, appellate
original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases assigned by the supreme court
court.

+ No discretionary jurisdiction. _

DISTRICT COURT (8 districts in 99 counties) A

116 authorized district judges, 54 district associate judges, 9 FTE** senior

judges, 12 associate juvenile judges, 135 part-time magistrates, and 1 associate

probate judge

CSP case types: Court of

+ Exclusive civil jurisdiction (including trial court appeals). Small claims general
jurisdiction ($5,000). jurisdiction

* Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

« Exclusive criminal jurisdiction (including criminal appeals).

« Exclusive traffic/other violation jurisdiction except for uncontested parking.
+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

* Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except in small claims, juvenile, equity cases, city and county
ordinance violations, mental health cases.

_Table of Contents

* As of January, 2000 the court no longer sits in panels; it decides en banc.
** Includes 37 senior judges who work 1/4 time (13 weeks/year).

- — Indicates assignment of cases.
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KANSAS COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit en banc

g CSP case types: Court of

» Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, disciplinary, last resort
certified questions from federal courts, original proceeding cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,

original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

COURT OF APPEALS A

10 judges generally sit in panels Intermediate

CSP case types: appellate

» Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, court
original proceeding, criminal interlocutory decision cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil interlocutory decision cases.

DISTRICT COURT (31 districts) A

234 judges (includes 74 magistrates)

CSP case types:

+ Exclusive civil jurisdiction (including civil appeals). Small claims jurisdiction
(81,800). general

+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction. jurisdiction

+ DWI/DUI. Exclusive felony, misdemeanor, criminal appeals jurisdiction.

* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

* Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials except in _small claims. |

Court of

MUNICIPAL COURT (375 cities)
257 judges

|

| Court of
| CSP case types:

|

|

limited
* Moving traffic, miscellaneous traffic, DWI/DUI. Exclusive ordinance jurisdiction
violation, parking jurisdiction.

No jury trials.

Table of Contents
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KENTUCKY COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT
7 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in capital and other criminal (death, life,
20 yr+ sentence), disciplinary, certified questions from federal
courts, original proceeding cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

COURT OF APPEALS
14 judges generally sit in panels, but sit en banc in a policy-making capacity.
CSP case types:

+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, original proceeding cases.

+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

CIRCUIT COURT (56 judicial circuits) A

114 judges and 54 domestic relations commissioners

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($4,000/no maximum), interstate support,
estate. Exclusive civil appeals, miscellaneous civil jurisdiction.

« Exclusive marriage dissolution, support/custody, adoption, miscellaneous
domestic relations jurisdiction.

+ Misdemeanor. Exclusive felony, criminal appeals jurisdiction.

Jury trials except in appeals.

DISTRICT COURT (60 judicial districts)

131 judges (plus 87 trial commissioners)

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/$4,000), interstate support, estate.
Exclusive mental health, small claims jurisdiction ($1,500).

+ Exclusive paternity jurisdiction.

+ Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI,domestic violence jurisdiction.

* Exclusive traffic/other violation jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

* Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials in most cases.

Table of Contents
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LOUISIANA COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:
p -

Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency,
disciplinary cases.

Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
certified questions from federal courts, interlocutory decision cases.

f

53

COURTS OF APPEAL (5 courts) A

CSP case types:

judges sit in panels

Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original
proceeding cases.
Discretionary jurisdiction in original proceeding cases.

*

DISTRICT COURTS

230 judges, 11 commissioners

.

_> .

Jury trials in most cases.

DISTRICT COURT (64 parishes) A

211 judges, 11 commissioners
CSP case types:

Tort, contract, real property rights, mental health. Exclusive estate, civil trial court
appeals, miscellaneous civil jurisdiction.

Adoption, marriage dissolution, support/custody, paternity.

Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI. Exclusive felony, criminal appeals jurisdiction.
Traffic/other violation.

Juvenile.

15

.
.

JUVENILE COURT (4 courts)

CSP case types:

No jury trials.

FAMILY COURT (1 in East Baton Rouge)

4 judges

judges CSP case types:

+ Mental health.

« Interstate support, adoption, marriage
dissolution, support/custody, paternity.

+ Domestic violence.

* Juvenile.

Mental health.
Interstate support, adoption.
Juvenile.

No jury trials.

r

L No

N _ 1l __ I

JUSTICE OF THE 1
PEACE COURT

(~390 courts)

~390 justices of the peace

CSP case types:
« Tort, contract, real

property
$2,000),

($2,000).
« Traffic/other violation.

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003

jury tials, L No

CITY AND PARISH COURTS

MAYOR'’S COURT
(~ (52 courts)

~250 courts)

~250 judges (mayors)

CSP case types:

r T
I I
I : 73 judges
| + Traffic/other violation. |
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/
$15,000), New Orleans ($0/$20,000);
small claims ($2,000), civil appeals of

rights ($0/ JOP decisions.
small claims « Paternity, miscellaneous domestic
relations.

* Misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.

« Traffic/other violation.

« Juvenile (except for status petition).
* Preliminary hearings.

No jury trials.

jury tials.
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last resort
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Courts of
general
jurisdiction
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MAINE COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT SITTING AS LAW COURT A

7 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

« Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, Court of
disciplinary, advisory opinion, original proceeding, interlocutory decision last resort
cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in criminal extradition, administrative agency, original
proceeding cases.

* Sentence review panel: review of criminal sentences of one year or more.

A
SUPERIOR COURT (16 counties) A
16 justices
CSP case types:
« Tort, contract, real property rights, miscellaneous civil. Small claims Court of
appeals. general
* Marriage dissolution. jurisdiction
+ Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.
Jury trials in some cases.
,, - - 1 —
DISTRICT COURT (13 districts; 31 locations) | PROBATE COURT (16 courts) |
33 judges | 16 part-time judges |
CSP case types: | CSP case types: |
+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/no * Exclusive estate jurisdiction.
max). Exclusive small claims ($4,500), | + Miscellaneous domestic relations. Exclusive | Courts of
mental health jurisdiction. | adoption. | i OP Z 0
+ Exclusive family matters. Domestic relations .|m.|t3_ )
(except for adoption). | | Jurisdiction
+ Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DULI. | |
* Moving traffic, ordinance violation. Exclusive | |
parking, miscellaneous traffic jurisdiction.
+ Original juvenile jurisdiction. | |
+ Preliminary hearings. | No jury trials. |
No jury trials. L—_ - - - — -

Table of Contents

*The Administrative Court was eliminated effective March 15, 2001, with the caseload absorbed by District Court.
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MARYLAND COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

COURT OF APPEALS

7 judges sit en banc
CSP case types:

juvenile, interlocutory decision cases.

—p Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, disciplinary, certified questions from federal courts, original
proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,

COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS

13 judges sit in panels and en banc

CSP case types: —
+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, interlocutory decision cases.
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, original proceeding cases.
CIRCUIT COURT (8 circuits in 24 counties) A
146 judges
CSP case types:
« Tort, contract, real property rights ($2,500/no maximum), estate, miscella-
neous civil. Mental health, civil appeals jurisdiction.
+ Domestic relations.
+ Felony, misdemeanor, miscellaneous criminal. Exclusive criminal appeals
jurisdiction.
« Juvenile.
Jury trials in most cases.
r-——— L
DISTRICT COURT (12 districts in 24 counties) | ORPHAN’S COURT (22 counties) |
106 judges (plus 1 chief judge with administrative | 66 judges |
duties) CSP case types:
CSP case types: | « Estate, except where such cases are handled l
« Tort, contract ($2,500/$25,000), real property | by circuit court in Montgomery and Harford |
rights, miscellaneous civil. Exclusive | counties. |
small claims jurisdiction ($2,500).
* Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic | |
violence. | |
+ Exclusive moving traffic, ordinance violation,
miscellaneous traffic jurisdiction. | l
| No jury trials. |
No jury trials. [ 1

_Table of Contents
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MASSACHUSETTS COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT A
7 justices sit on the court, and 5 justices sit en banc*

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, judge disciplinary, advisory opinion,
original proceeding cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
interlocutory decision cases.

Court of
last resort

* The justices also sit individually in the “single justice” side of the court, on a rotating basis.

APPEALS COURT
25 justices** sit in panels of three Intermediate
appellate
CSP case types: court
+ Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile cases.
+ Discretionary jurisdiction in interlocutory decision cases.
Table of Contents
SUPERIOR COURT (14 divisions)
82 justices Court of
CSP case types: general
+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/no maximum), civil appeals, miscella- jurisdiction
neous civil.
* Felony, miscellaneous criminal.
Jury trials.
A
[ I —
DISTRICT COURT (69 divisions) BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT  (Boston)
177 justices 11 justices
CSP case types: ] . CSP case types:
+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/no maxi- + Tort, contract, real property rights ($0/no maxi-
mum), small claims ($2,000), mentql .health, civil mum), small claims ($2,000), mental health, civil
trial court appeals, miscellaneous  civil trial court appeals, and miscellaneous civil.
* Supporticustody, patemity. ) « Support/custody, paternity.
* Flelony, m|s§erneanor, DWI/DUI, domestic + Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI, domestic violence,
violence, criminal appeals. « Traffic/other violation.
« Traffic/other violation.
* Juvenile.
. Prel.lmlnary hearings. Jury trials, Courts of
Jury trials. limited
. jurisdiction
PROBATE & FAMILY COURT
JUVENILE COURT HOUSING COURT (5 divisions)] | LAND COURT (14 divisions)
ivisi 1 statewide court justi
(11 divisions) 10 justices ( ) 51 justices
41 justices CSP case types: 6 justices CSP case types:
. . * Exclusive estate jurisdiction.
CSP case types: * Real property rights, small CSP case types: . Supporticustody, paternity
+ Miscellaneous claims ($2,000). * Real property miscellaneous éivil !
domestic relations + Misdemeanor. rights. Exclusive marria el
(TPR). + Ordinance violation. dissolution g
+ Juvenile. * Preliminary hearings. adontion '
Jury trials except in small . Dorr?esticl violence
Jury trials. claims. No jury trials. No jury trials
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MICHIGAN COURT STRUCTURE, 2002

SUPREME COURT

7 justices sit en banc

CSP case types:

* Mandatory jurisdiction in judge disciplinary cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile,
lawyer disciplinary, advisory opinion, original proceeding, interlocutory
decision_cases.

COURT OF APPEALS (4 districts)

28 judges sit in panels

CSP case types:

—® « Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile cases.

« Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,
juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

COURT OF CLAIMS A

This is a function of the 30th

Circuit Court.

CSP case types:

* Administrative agency
appeals involving claims
against the state.

No jury trials.

30

CIRCUIT COURT* (57 courts)** A

210 judges

CSP case types:

+ Tort, contract, real property rights ($25,000/no
maximum), paternity, administrative agency appeals,
miscellaneous civil. Exclusive civil trial court appeals
jurisdiction.

+ Exclusive domestic relations jurisdiction.

+ Felony, DWI/DUI, miscellaneous criminal, criminal
appeals jurisdiction.

+ Delinquency, child protection.

Jury trials except in domestic relations.

DISTRICT COURT (104 courts)

258 judges

CSP case types:

« Tort, contract, real property
rights ($0/$25,000), small
claims ($3,000).

+ Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/
DUL.

* Moving traffic, miscellaneous
traffic, ordinance violation.

+ Preliminary hearings.

Jury trials in most cases.

State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003

I "PROBATE COURT (78 courts) | T UNICIPAL COURT (5 courts)
106 judges

CSP case types:

+ Exclusive guardianships,

estates, trusts, and mental health
jurisdiction.

I 6 judges
| CSP case types:
«+ Tort, contract, real property rights
| ($0/$1,500; $3,000 if approved by
| local funding unit), small claims
| ($100).

+ Felony, misdemeanor, DWI/DUI.
| * Moving traffic, miscellaneous
| traffic, ordinance violation.
| + Preliminary hearings.
I
I
I

Some jury trials.

o S |

Jury trials in most cases.

* The Recorder's Court of Detroit merged with the Circuit Court effective October 1, 1997.

** A Family Division of Circuit Court became operational on January 1, 1998.
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