
New York
Court of Appeals
7 judges

CSP Case Types:
Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, capital criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, original proceedings cases.
Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative agency, juvenile, disciplinary, original proceedings
cases.

COLR

Supreme Court (12 districts)
326 justices plus 59 judges from the Court of Claims
Jury trials

CSP Case Types:
Tort, contract, real property, miscellaneous civil.
Exclusive marriage dissolution.
Felony, misdemeanor.

Appellate Divisions of Supreme Court
60 justices sit in panels in 4 departments

CSP Case Types:
Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, administrative
agency, juvenile, lawyer disciplinary, original proceedings,
interlocutory decision cases.
Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, criminal, juvenile, original
proceedings, interlocutory decision cases.

Court  of Claims (1 court)
86 judges (of which 59 act as
Supreme Court justices)
No jury trials

CSP Case Types:
Tort, contract, real property
involving the state.

(Court structure as of Calendar Year 2007)
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Locally funded

District Court (Nassau and Suffolk counties)
50 judges
Jury trials except in traffic
CSP Case Types:

Tort, contract, real property ($0 -
$15,000), small claims (up to $5,000)
Felony, misdemeanor, preliminary
hearings.
Traffic infractions, ordinance violations.

Surrogates’ Court (62 counties)
31 surrogates plus 51 judges from the County
Court
Jury trials in probate/estate
CSP Case Types:

Probate/estate.
Adoption.

Town and Village Justice Court
(1,487 courts)
2,300 justices
Jury trials in most cases

CSP Case Types:
Tort, contract, real property ($0 -
$3,000), small claims (up to
$3,000)
Misdemeanor, preliminary
hearings.
Traffic/other violations.

A

Appellate Terms of Supreme Court
14 justices sit in panels in 3 terms

CSP Case Types:
Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, criminal, juvenile,
interlocutory decision cases.
Discretionary jurisdiction in criminal, juvenile, interlocutory
decision cases.

IAC

link

A

County Court (57 counties outside NYC)
129 judges (of which 57 serve the Surrogates’ Court
and/or the Family Court)
Jury trials

CSP Case Types:
Tort, contract, real property ($0 - $25,000), civil
appeals, miscellaneous civil.
Criminal.

GJC

link

Family Court (62 counties)
127 judges plus 6 judges from the
County Court and 81 quasi-judicial
staff
No jury trials
CSP Case Types:

Guardianship.
Domestic relations.
Exclusive domestic violence.
Exclusive juvenile.

LJC

City Court (61 courts)
158 judges
Jury trials for highest level
misdemeanor
CSP Case Types:

Tort, contract, real property ($0 -
$15,000), small claims (up to
$5,000)
Felony, misdemeanor, preliminary
hearings.
Traffic infractions, ordinance
violations.

LJC

LJC

link

Civil Court of the
City of New York (1 court)
120 judges
Jury trials
CSP Case Types:

Tort, contract, real property ($0 -
$25,000), small claims, (up to
$5,000), miscellaneous civil.

LJC

link

Criminal Court of the
City of New York (1 court)
107 judges
Jury trials for highest level misdemeanor
CSP Case Types:

Misdemeanor, preliminary hearings.
Traffic infractions, ordinance violations.

Legend
= Appellate level

= Trial level

COLR = Court of Last Resort
IAC = Intermediate Appellate Court
GJC = General Jurisdiction Court
LJC = Limited Jurisdiction Court
A = Appeal from Admin. Agency

= Route of appeal


